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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

REPAIRING THE HARMS, CREATING THE FUTURE:
CENTERING CANNABIS SOCIAL & HEALTH EQUITY
IN LOS ANGELES

The War on Drugs decimated many of Los

Angeles’ communities. With the passage of a national
model Social Equity Program in the City of Los Angeles,
we have the opportunity to repair the harm.

Despite the passage of this groundbreaking program
and more than a year into the launch of adult use
legalization, the City of Los Angeles still lags in
addressing important issues in the implementation of a
fair, equitable, and lawful cannabis scheme:

e Immediate and effective implementation of the
City’s groundbreaking Social Equity Program (SEP)
designed to repair the harms of the war on drugs.

e Strict and effective regulation to ensure community
safety and success of the legal market.

e Community reinvestment and cannabis corporate
social responsibility to broaden the benefit of

cannabis regulation and taxation.
The report lays out how the City of Los Angeles can

address these issues by implementing cannabis
regulation with an emphasis on social equity and
community reinvestment.

These recommendations and policies are built on an
existing foundation of policy and community efforts
throughout the city that already emphasize social
equity, and show how Los Angeles can (and should)
become the national leader and innovator in equity
policies in all aspects of governance
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WHAT IS SOCIAL EQUITY?

e Equity in implementation closes historical gaps that
often align with place, race, and gender.

e In the present, equity requires deep partnership with
affected communities that supports their
participation and power.

e Finally, equitable implementation mitigates future
disparities by building for the long-term (in
adaptable ways) and anticipating future harms.

Most importantly, equity can be applied to a broad-based program
that works across departments and policies. It must be present
everywhere to be effective and not be isolated or "siloed.” The more
integrated, dynamic and expansive view of equity we construct, the
more the results will be far-reaching and long-lasting.
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